Technical controversies in fundoplication surgery.
Gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD) is a common health problem affecting more than 50% of the population. For those who experience more than occasional symptoms, GERD has a profound effect on their quality of life. With the advent of laparoscopic surgery, fundoplication has been used to treat GERD. Fundoplication also is used in the surgical management of paraesophageal hernias. Technical controversies are addressed in this article, including open versus laparoscopic approaches, the choice of complete (360 degres) or partial fundoplication, whether or not a gastroplasty is required, and the use of prosthetic materials in crural repair.